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off to greater advantage in Bengal or at Bombay, in such case they arc to Con-
sign them accordingly, agreeable to the advices they shall receive from either
Presidency; we have great hopes however that they will not be under the
necessity of making use of this expedient, when it is considered how small the
consignment to them is the present season, and that none were sent them the*
former year.

51. It is with much concern we observe that woollen goods have for some
time past proved so heavy an article, not only as disappointing the Company
in their particular views of profit but impeding their more general and
national design of vending large quantities in Bengal; however, as your last
advices give us an account of your having in a manner cleared your godowns,
we are in hopes to find your following sales have proved more advantageous,
and as we have frequently expressed how much we have at heart the cxtcntion
of this branch of our commerce, we shall expect you will exert yourselves in
promoting it equal to our wishes and the utmost of your power ; in the mean
time we cannot but approve of your disposing of the ordinary red and poppin-
jay sortments although at a very small advance upon the invoice price,
but we must add that we shall depend upon your never putting up the
woollens in future under the established rate of fifteen per cent advance upon
the invoice price without an apparent and unavoidable necessity for such

a measure.

52.   In part of the copper consigned to you  on the ships Worcester*
Grantham, Ilchester and Elizabeth there is about thirty tons in small bars
in imitation of Japan copper, notwithstanding which consignment we have
given leave to the President and Council at Fort St. George to take out ail or
any part thereof if they judge it will come to a good market there*   You will
be advised by them of what is done in consequence of this liberty*
53.   We hope to find the engagement for Captain Buchanan's making
gunpowder will in the event prove what you assert, that it will be the most rea-
sonable in price as well as the securest method for having it of a good quality,
but we cannot help observing that this matter does not seem to have had a due
consideration, as the very day he delivered in his proposals to the Board they
were immediately agreed to, and it does not appear any previous steps were
taken to examine into them.
54.   By your letter of the 4th of March we observe you had just received
a very welcome remittance of one hundred and twenty thousand rupees front
Bombay.   We shall not only lay our commands upon that Presidency for
sending to you from time to time what they can spare, but we shall, by the
shipping consigned thither this season, enable them as far as the present
circumstances will admit to comply with such our commands*
55.    In your letter of the 4th March you mention Mr, HolweU's* having
made a minute in relation to establishing a residency at Agra, and a motion
to send some small adventures of our staples to the inland marts, such as
Radnagore, Cutwa, Maulda and other aurungs under the conduct and manage-
ment of our junior servants; you transmit us die minute and motion and
promise to give your sentiments upon die last by the advices of uot season,
We must therefore defer giving any directioiis thereon, until we have
your sentiments agreeable to yotir promise,